The contribution of APTIMA Combo 2 assay to the diagnosis of gonorrhoea in genitourinary medicine setting.
For 929 female and 821 male patients attending a genitourinary clinic, samples intended for chlamydia diagnosis were dual tested by nucleic acid amplification for both chlamydia and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (NG). The assay used, Gen-probe APTIMA Combo 2 (AC2) detected all cases of NG found by conventional microscopy and culture. AC2 identified additional patients who had partners with NG, but were themselves negative by microscopy and culture. Few, if any, false-positive AC2 results were found. Use of AC2 increased the number of patients treated for NG. It can reduce the number of specimens required and may limit the need for multiple site testing.